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formerly proposed by the British authorities, ex- CHAJP.XXVI.
cepting that the provinces of Ye, Taw, and Mer-
gui were added to the territorial cessions, and the
pecuniary payment reduced from two crores to one.
The English copy of the treaty was signed on the
2nd of January, the Burmese copy on the 3rd; and A.D, me.
an armistice was concluded till the 18th, to allow
time for obtaining the ratification of the king.
The ratification was not received by the appointed
time, and the Burmese commissioners then offered
to pay an instalment of five lacs of rupees, and to
give hostages for the safe return of the English
prisoners from Ava, provided the  British  force
would return to Prome, or at least agree to a fur-
ther suspension of hostilities for a few days*   The
British commissioners peremptorily refused to re-
treat,  and  declined undertaking to abstain from
hostilities, except on  condition of the Burmese
evacuating   Melloon within thirty-six hours and
retiring upon Ava; the march of the British army,
however, not to be suspended until the receipt
of the ratified treaty.   This proposal was in return
Ejected by the Burmese, and hostilities re-com-
menced.   Batteries were erected opposite the se-
lected parts of attack in the stockade, the heavy
ordnance was landed from the flotilla, and by ten
o'clock on the morning of the 19th, twenty-eight
pieces of artillery were ready to open upon the
enemy's defences.
Aft^r two hours' cannonading, the troops intended
for the assault, who had been previously embarked